A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
and the rest, in larger proportions during the second generation
and still larger during the third, than was proportionate to the
numbers of their community. But this has not been true, upon
the whole, of commerce. There are many and considerable
names of Irish descent in the roll of moderate and great fortunes
American, colonial, and even English- and Scottish, but not in
proportion to the success which the same blood and traditions
have obtained in the professions. The total effect, however has
been to give, whether from professional earnings or commercial
profits, a large and, upon the whole, increasing economic reserve
to the Irish race; which reserve can be and has been used in
their political efforts, in the maintenance of the struggle in their
own country, and in the various forms of propaganda by which
funds are raised. The field within which the economic force
works is limited, its total amount is small compared with the
great economic forces of our time, but it is everywhere present,
permanent, and active; and the contrast should be made, not
so much between it and the very much greater economic forces
outside, but rather between it and the original condition in
which the native Irish hail, one may say^no economic reserve
at all.
(6) The Catholic Culture in the English-speaking World. The
main factor in producing any culture is religion. The English
culture had become the most united in the world through the
unity of its religion. The one thing alien to that unity was the
Catholic body. The anomaly of its presence, while Catholicism
survived in considerable force throughout the seventeenth
century, was strongly felt and led to the most violent movements
of the time and finally to the virtual extinction of Catholicism
in Britain.
The English culture overseas was in the same position before
the Irish Famine. In what were originally the English Colonies
of the North American seaboard and was now the United
States the one Catholic exception of Maryland was culturally
eliminated after the destruction of religious toleration under
William III. The American population, which rose against
England in the eighteenth century, was a population almost
homogeneously Protestant.
But after the Famine all this changed. The change came not
only in. the English-speaking world beyond the seas, but within
Great Britain itself. The Catholic body in England since the
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